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lnspired by the globetrotting managers, businessmen and thinkers 
who created it and based on individual self-fulfillment (unlike the 
paternalistic cities and socialist projects focusing on community), 
Arvida provided a unique solution with respect to secular research 
on the human condition and housing. This socio-industrial utopia, 
where all workers could become owners of their homes and where 
their children could have access to free higher education, also 
stands out in history due to the rational planning and construction 
techniques which allowed the town to see the light of day. All these 
various elements have earned Arvida its international renown as the 
"town built in 135 days." With its urban layout, its architecture, and 
its suburban landscape composed of small wooden houses, giving 
the impression of having been scattered in a vast garden, Arvida
was meticulously designed and subject to protective measures from 
the outset; it remains in a remarkable state of conservation today. 

Arvida was incorporated into the town of Jonquière in 1975. itself 
absorbed by the City of Saguenay in 2002. Arvida’s founding 
company, which became Alcan in the mid-20th century, was 
acquired by Rio Tinto in 2007; its aluminum plant, retooled thanks
to advanced technologies, remains active today.
 
Since its entry into the 21st century, Arvida’s social and industrial 
project has come to be seen as an exceptional example of urban 
heritage. The town has been designated as a National Historic Site 
of Canada and the government of Ouebec has declared it a
heritage site, the most important designation according
the Quebec Cultural Heritage Act. The
aluminum town is a candidate for Canada’s 
World Heritage Tentative List. 




